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albumen in the urine is so much the rule that a suspicion of simulation would
be decidedly strengthened by its absence. a. it. mm.

MENSTRUATION IN GENERAL PARALYSIS IN THE FEMALE SEx.-Dr. Gilbert
Petit These de Paris, 1888, (abstract in Gaz. Mid. de Paris, February 23d,)

finds that menstrual disorders are the rule in female cases of general paralysis.

Out of fifty-nine cases he found only seven in which menstruation was normal,
and in the fifty-two individuals in which it was disordered the trouble in all
cases followed the paralysis. On the other hand taking sixty-four cases of
ordinary insanity in females, he found menstrual disturbances in only nine,
the other fifty-five being normal in this respect. His principal conclusions

are as follows:

(1.) The development of general paralysis in the female is very commonly

the cause of disturbances of the menstruation.

(2.) These disturbances are sometimes characterized by a sudden and com-
plete suppression of the catamenia, sometimes by only a notable irregularity

when they had previously been in every respect regular and normal.

(3.) When in the course of general paralysis in a female there occurs a

remission, it seems to have the effect of re-establishing the regularity of the

menstrual functions.

(4.) Those patients who, during the course of this diffuse meningo-enceph-

alitis, suffer no disturbance of menstruation, appear to resist the progress of

the disease longer than those in whom it is suppressed or become irregular.

These results and conclusions seem to oppose the views held by some that

disturbance of the menstrual function is a cause and not the consequence of

general paralysis in the female. a. it. B.

SIGNS OF DEGENERATION. (Zur Lehre von den Degenerationszeichen.)
Metzger, Ailgem. Zeltsch. f. Psych., XLV., 5 and 6.-The article was sug-

gested by a medico-legal case. A girl, twelve years of age, robbed a child
three years old of her ear-rings, and killed her by throwing her from a win-
dow. At her trial before the criminal court in Berlin, the defense was raised

that the accused was deficient in moral sense, and therefore not accountable
for her actions. The court condemned her to eight years imprisonment,

holding, contrary to the opinion of the medical expert, that she fully under-
stood the criminality of her act. On appeal the decision was confirmed, the
court holding that absence of any feeling of moral accountability was not
ground for acquittal unless due to unconsciousness or a morbid condition.

The author finds no evidence that the accused was examined with special
reference to physical signs of degeneration, which he considers a serious neg-
lect. After quoting freely from various authorities on this point, he gives the
results of an examination of 157 insane patients and 223 school children from

nine to sixteen years of age, with reference to malformations of the ear,
palate and teeth. Of the 157 insane persons 23 presented malformations of

the palate and teeth alone, 15 of the ears alone, and 59 of the palate, teeth
and ears together; nmaking in all, 97, or 61 per cent. In 62 cases there was
hereditary predisposition; of these 44, or 71 per cent presented some or all of
these signs of degeneration. Of the 223 school children 21 had malformations
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of the teeth and palate, 30 of the ears and 59 of teeth, palate and ears; a
total of 110, or 49 per cent. In 73 of the children examined the family
history was unfavorable; of these, 61, or 83.5 per cent presented signs of
degeneration, while they were only found in 18 of 29 cases in which the facts

in regard to heredity could not be ascertained, and in 30 of 121 cases in which

there was a good faimmily history. w. r�. w.

INVENTION OF WORDS BY THE IN5ANE.-BartelS, in the meeting of the

Society of Alienists of Lower Saxony and Westphalia, read a paper upon this
subject. The tendency to the formation of new words he found principally
among patients suffering from paranoia, who often furnished themselves with
an extensive vocabulary of words peculiar to themselves, which they expected
would be comprehended by others. Of this he gives a number of interesting

examples, which, naturally, are not adapted to translation.-Allgem. Zeilsch.

f. Psych. XLV., 5 and 6. W. L. W.

PROGRESSIVE PARALYSIS WITH TABES, IN A GIRL THIRTEEN YEARS OF

AGE.-Str#{252}mpell (iVeurolog. Centraiblall, No. 5,) reports the following case:

Babette W., whose father two years previously to her birth had been infected
with syphilis, suffered in her thirteenth year from paralytic attacks. Soon

afterward, mental weakness, imperfect speech with tremor of the facial mus-

cles, impaired handwriting, and unsteadiness of gait developed and progressed;

later, inequality and reflex immobility of the pupils, tremor of the tongue,

ataxia, slight in time upper and well mmmarked in the lower extremities, absence
of pateliar reaction and impairment of sensibility were observed; subse-
quently a severe paralytic attack and repeated involuntary evacuations.

The author thinks this an unquestionable case of general paresis, and

attributes both that disease and the tabes to hereditary syphilis. Damndoff

(Russ. Archly. f. Psych., IX., 1,) reports an analogous case in a student aged
seventeen. His father was syphilitic, and his mother had been insane; the

patient himself was a masturbator. All the characteristic symptoms of the

disease were present.-Allgem. Zel(sch. f. Psych., XLV., 6. w. L. W.

DISTURBANCES OF VISION IN HYSTERIA.-PiChOn (L’Enciphale, No. 2,) con-

siders the testing of vision of great importance in the diagnosis of hysteria

from other forms of mental disturbance, especially epilepsy. lie reports five

cases in which the diagnosis, at first doubtful, was decided in favor of hysteria
by the presence of disturbances of vision. He gives the following affections
as characteristic of hysteria: color-blindness, contraction of the field of vision,
alteration of the order of sensitiveness to different colors, irregularity of the
field of vision, hemianopsia, nmicropsia and diplopia.

[Thomson and Oppenimeim, (Archly. f. Psych., XV., 2,) found affections of
vision similar to those of hysteria, sometimes transient, in other cases perma-

nent, in a number of cases of epilepsy. Unless their observations can be

shown to be faulty, they would seem to impair the value of this symptom for
diagnostic purposcs]-Allgein. Zeitschr. f. Psych., XLV., 6. w. L. W.
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PHYSIOLOGY OF THE MOTOR REGION OF THE CEREBRAL CORTEx.-Bechterew,
Russich, Archly. f. Psych., lx, 2 and 3, X, 1 and 2. The author first dis-

cusses the question whether the localized movements observed upon electrical

stimulation are due to the irritation of the cortex itself, or to the extension
of the current to the underlying gray matter. He decides in favor of the

former alternative, for the following reasons: The irritation of the cortex by

mechanical means, and by the application of conmmon salt produces localized

muscular movements or convulsions, according to its intensity, similar to

those produced by electrical stimulation. if the connection of the cortex
with the white matter is separated by a horizontal section, the cortex being

left In situ, no movements follow the use of even pretty strong currents. The
effects of electrical irritation of the cortex and the white substance were
different. Prolonged irritation of the former excited epileptic attacks; of the

latter, only tonic contractions which ceased upon the removal of the stimulus.

He also found that when a few days, usually four, had elapsed after the

removal of a portion of the motor cortex, electrical stimulation of the exposed
white matter, even when refreshed by a new section, excited no immovements.

The same is true of the internal capsule and corpus striaturn. The optic

thalamus, on the other hand, was not affected by the secondary degeneratiomm of

the pyramidal tracts; stimulation of this crgan excited contractions, which
differed from those produced by irritation of the cortex in being tommie in

character, and involving a number of groups of muscles at once. The optic

thalami were also excitable, in dogs, at from seven to ten days of age, when

the cortex was entirely unresponsive to stimulation.

In regard to the extent of the motor region in the cortex, he finds sub-

stantial agreement between the results obtained by the three immethods of

physiological experiment, the production of secondary degeneration, and the

study of the normal development of the pyramidal tracts, but considers the

last named method the most reliable. He finds that the fibres of the

pyramidal tracts are spread uniformly through the motor region, without

breaking up into secondary bundles, and that they terminate principally in

the ridges of the convolutions, few or none being supplied to the gray nmatter

at the bottom of the sulci. Within the region of distribution of the

pyramidal fibres, weak electrical currents excite localized muscular immove-

ments. Outside of these limits, excitable points may be found, but it is
necessary to employ much stron�r currents.

He comes to the conclusion that in the dog and cat nearly all the motor

centres of the cortex are connected with both sides of the body. He divides

them, with reference to their connections, into three classes: (1.) Centres
which are mainly connected with muscles of the homologous side, including,
in the dog, the platysma, and probably, the muscles involved in lateral move-
ments of the trunk. (2.) Centres which are almost equally connected with

both sides, including the muscles of the under jaw, and those of the tongue,

with exception of the genio-glossus. (3.) Centres connected principally with
the opposite side, including nearly all of the remainder.

With reference to the effect of extirpations, he divides the motor disturb-
ances into (1) impairment of nmoveinent of locomotion, and (2) impairment of
movements in which the extremity is used as an implement for a special pur-
pose. Movements of the latter class were most expected, and after extirpa-

tion of the entire motor region of one hemisphere were at first completely




